[Our experience in portal cavernomatosis in childhood: cross-sectional study and analysis of results].
A retrospective and transversal study of our patients with portal cavernomatosis is developed, with the aim of comparing the evolution and the present status of the patients that have undergone different therapeutical approaches. Between 1975 and 1995, 15 patients with portal cavernomatosis have been treated. Personal history, signs and symptoms at the moment of diagnosis, and treatment were analyzed. Now, the controls have been made by physical examination and ECO-Doppler of the espleno-portal system. In 6 cases the absence of bleeding made surgery unnecessary. In the 9 patients with digestive haemorrhage, it could be controlled pharmacologically, with a later surgical approach. Now, all non-operated and 6 operated patients show splenomegaly, without bleeding. The ECO-Doppler shows colateral flow, the splenomegaly in the non-operated and the surgical shunts and the hepatofugal circulation in the operated patients. Looking at our results, we believe that prophylactic surgery is not indicated. In those cases of digestive bleeding, surgery after the complete resolution of the acute disease shows good results at a short and long term.